[image: image3.jpg]_Ii.v.;l T\

~_ s d lr “-}-‘
-~ -






In the middle ages and in Tudor times the countrymen known as Yeomen were the middle class of England. This means they were better off than the peasants but below the gentlemen. They were strong and independent and when there were wars they were England’s best fighters.

In Stuart times the meaning of the word changed a little and Yeomen were farmers and people that owned a small amount of land and some animals.
They didn’t do any of the hard work on the farms they just paid the laborers to do the work for them. 

Yeoman paid their labourers 3 pence a day in Tudor times, but at harvest they earned up to 6 pence a day. A loaf of bread in Tudor times cost 1 pence which is ⅓ of the money they earned each day.

This is a yeoman’s house,

They would have been 

quite well off with a nice 

bed and blankets they also

may have had servants 

to run around after them

as they were fairly well

off.

They would have eaten a 

good meal each night and

as they had a bit of land, 

they would have eaten 

meat because they could

hunt their own land.
To be a yeoman you needed to earn 40 shillings a year (about £2 a year) but most Yeoman had a lot more money than this.

If you get paid an average wage today and you spent all your money on bread you could buy about 40,000 loaves (if they cost 50p each).

A Yeoman could only buy about 200 loaves.

This shows we are much better off than Tudor and Stuart people.
This picture shows the Yeoman of the Guard at the Tower of London. It’s a modern picture because there were no cameras in Tudor times.

Henry the 7th had started the Yeoman Guards and they were his own special bodyguards.
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