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DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PARTNER VISIT - PRIMARY PHASE

VISIT 3 -   SPRING TERM 2009

	School:
Bradworthy Community Primary School



	Headteacher:


	R Stephenson
	Date of visit:
	26/02/09

	DCSF number:


	2213
	Chair of governors:
	B Radford

	SIP who carried out visit:
	D Brown


	Number on roll:
	141

	Contact adviser:


	N Chislett
	Time spent in school:
	2.5 hrs



	Meeting attended by: Headteacher (and KS1/EYFS co-ordinator for part of the meeting)


PURPOSE OF VISIT:

· To evaluate progress since SIP visit 1.

· To evaluate the school’s own review of aspects of provision, including the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

· To evaluate progress towards 2009 and 2010 statutory targets.

· To agree challenges for leadership and management and to identify any external support required.

· To agree the school’s continuing level of support.

	Date of last Ofsted inspection:  June 2006


	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	Does the current inspection report indicate that Ofsted may return within the year to monitor progress?
	
	(

	Has the school been identified by Ofsted as requiring special measures or been served a notice to improve.
	
	(

	Is the school currently identified by the LA as a school causing concern?
	
	(


	Is the school currently receiving National Strategies support in addition to universal support?
	No

	Is the school currently receiving other support?
	No


SECTION 1: KEY OUTCOMES OF THE VISIT

What are the school’s strengths in its provision?

The headteacher identifies strengths in the breadth of the curriculum and the scope of the experiences offered through residential and day visits and the use of the local environment, which all contribute to pupils’ enjoyment of the curriculum.  In the EYFS, strengths noted include very good relationships and behaviour, with children settled into school well.  The very good progress in early reading is also a strength.
What are the agreed challenges for leadership and management?

The challenges identified in visit 1 remain appropriate.  However, the headteacher would like to add in the action the school is taking to develop assessment, targeting and reporting.

The school does not currently require further support from the LA, although it would be interested in some external feedback on the assessment system once it has been trialled.

School self-evaluation processes and the school evaluation form (SEF)

The evidence provided in section 5 of the SEF is currently comprehensive for teaching and learning, though less so for the curriculum and care, guidance and support.  The text would benefit from being sharpened up, ensuring all bullet points are addressed, and making use of the Ofsted criteria to justify the judgements made..

The judgements of good are appropriate, though not yet entirely justified by the text.  They are consistent with the judgements of good for achievement and standards and for personal development and well-being.  The challenge for the school is to complete the review of the whole SEF before the next Ofsted inspection.

The school’s capacity to improve

The school’s capacity to improve continues to be good.  Much work has been done on the assessment system since the last visit, and it is now ready to be trialled. The school is beginning to work on cultural diversity, with a planned African week.  The school has obtained funding for a link with the Gambia, which the headteacher is visiting at Easter.  It is aware of the need to develop its cultural cohesion within the UK.  In the EYFS, the school is auditing its provision in speaking and listening.  The school is commencing a brass band, with support from parents and the community.  The school’s planning for improvement is effective in moving the school forward.
What progress has been made since the last visit? 

The school has been successful in meeting the challenges agreed at the last visit, and has made excellent progress on the assessment, recording and reporting system. 
Issues for the LA

There are no issues for the LA at present.

	Is the current support level appropriate?
	Yes
	No

	
	(
	


Confirm date of next visit:  

11/06/09 am

2/07/09 2.00 pm (governors)
SECTION 2: PROGRESS SINCE THE LAST VISIT

· To ensure that the SEF includes references to the full range of pointers at the beginning of each section

The school has begun to tackle this challenge, as some sections of the SEF have been updated.  The headteacher intends to complete the whole document in the light of the impending Ofsted inspection, using the Ofsted criteria to support the judgements.

· To maintain the progress of the current Year 1 and Year 3, and maintain the high progress over Key Stage 2.

The school has continued to maintain progress, with high expectations for all pupils.  Teaching assistant support has now been spread more evenly throughout the classes and ability levels.  The challenge for the school continues to be the large class sizes.  The school has just employed a part-time language teacher to deliver high-quality modern foreign language teaching.  

· To continue to work closely with the community to manage the development of the school within the context of the parish.

The leadership is continuing to address this issue effectively. For example, talks have continued with the parish council, and the pupils have conducted a survey on the use of the village playground, with ideas for its development.  The school is awaiting the outcome of the LA area review of capacity.

The current challenges are appropriate.  The school would like to add in the school’s work to develop assessment, target-setting and reporting.  The school has worked on child-speak versions of the APP materials. The focus has been on key skills in number, reading and writing.  The pupils are supported to self-assess and identify next steps.   This is to be used with parents for reporting more frequently. It is extended to target-setting booklets which involve the pupils closely in their progress, which are again taken home to parents.  These are due to be introduced at Easter.  The headteacher has a very comprehensive set of data on progress from year to year held and analysed electronically, but this would benefit from being updated from the current annually to termly.  

SECTION 3: THE QUALITY OF PROVISION (SEF section 5)

	School’s evaluation
	1 Outstanding
	2 Good
	3 Satisfactory
	4 Inadequate

	Quality of teaching and learning
	
	(
	
	

	Quality of the curriculum and other activities
	
	(
	
	

	Quality of care, guidance and support for learners
	
	(
	
	

	Quality of provision for learning and development in the EYFS
	
	(
	
	

	Quality of welfare provision in the EYFS
	
	(
	
	


Commentary

The school selected to evaluate in greater depth the quality of the provision for the curriculum, following work to develop broader topic work.
Section 5 of the SEF indicates that the school uses a wide range of evidence on which to base its judgement.  These are listed at the beginning of the section, though they tend to relate mostly to the teaching and learning aspect of provision.  The text is rather narrative, but does contain evaluations.  For example, in section 5b, it recognises that there is a weakness in investigative work in science and technology, and that extra-curricular activities need to be extended beyond sport.  The text would benefit from a closer attention to the bullet points at the beginning of each section, to ensure that the writing is geared specifically to the criteria on which the school will be judged.  Some elements are missing, such as how the school’s curriculum is promoting the cohesive community.  The leadership might consider how the analysis of the evidence could be sharpened by relating it to the Ofsted criteria for the grade.

The judgement of good is appropriate, but the text does not yet do justice to the provision offered.  The grade is consistent with the grades for achievement and standards and personal development and well-being.
The school’s strength is in the breadth and creativity of the curriculum on offer.  This is supported by the numerous day and residential visits and experiences offered which are heavily subsidised, and the use of the local environment to make learning practical and enjoyable.  At the same time, the school manages to maintain good results whilst avoiding making national tests a priority.

The priorities identified in section 5e are again rather narrative, though are appropriate.  They are all in the school improvement plan.  However, they have not been flagged up in the previous sections. The SEF would be improved by moving the detail here into the earlier sections, and merely having the key points here.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
The text for section 5d, on provision in the EYFS, is currently lengthy, but is an observation report rather than an evaluation of the provision.  The leadership might consider taking the key points and evaluations from this, and having the observation record available as a separate document.  Again, the section needs to address each of the bullet points, bearing in mind that it needs to cover each of the three aspects of provision – teaching and learning, the curriculum, and care, guidance and support – as they relate to the EYFS.  Reference to the criteria for the inspection of Early Years provision will help with ensuring the text justifies the judgement of good.  This evaluation is consistent with the above-average outcomes of the EYFS Profile.

Strengths in the EYFS include a good record on early reading support, and very good relationships and behaviour, with sometimes difficult children enabled to settle well.  Creativity has been addressed, though further work needs to be done in this area.  Greater consistency in the balance between child-initiated and teacher-led activities during a period of job-share is being addressed, but the stability provided by the teaching assistant is being very helpful.  Limited outdoor facilities are being addressed. The school is using an Evaluating Early Learning-type audit to look at the quality of speaking and listening in the EYFS.

Section 5e currently does not contain any priorities aimed specifically at the EYFS.  However, the leadership is aware of a number of priorities for improvement, and will ensure that these are included in the SEF and school improvement plan.

SECTION 4: STATUTORY TARGETS

Progress towards 2009 targets

Targets – 85% L4+ English and mathematics, 100% 2 Levels English, 100% 2 Levels mathematics. Cohort 20.

The school is still on line to reach these targets.  The one pupil not likely to reach Level 4 in writing, and the two pupils with special educational needs are continuing to receive additional support, together with some intensive preparation for the national tests on a small-group basis.  This support is also geared towards encouraging borderline Level 5s, with an extension group for all subjects.
Targets for 2010

Targets – 89% L4+ English and mathematics, 100% 2 Levels English, 100% 2 Levels mathematics. Cohort 28.

The school’s pupil tracking data for Year 5 shows that the targets are still appropriate.  The small group of pupils with difficulties in mathematics are receiving additional support.  This is  an appropriate  response.  There is also an extension group in mathematics for the more able pupils.

	Distribution: headteacher, chair of governors, Devon Education Services


