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Bradworthy School

Policy for
Admissions
POLICY FOR ADMISSIONS - general
Aims
· To give children and parents as much information about Bradworthy School and the education we provide as possible

· To make each child’s start a happy and successful one

· To begin a partnership with parents that will be lasting

Procedures
Bradworthy School’s PAN is 20.

The governor’s and staff at Bradworthy School are committed to the support of a parents right to have their children educated in the setting which they see as most appropriate to their child’s development. With this stated the governors are supportive of the admission of children from outside of the school’s catchment area where this is appropriate. They have delegated the Headteacher as responsible for any decisions relating to the admission of such children.

Where a child is within our catchment area the governors are committed to admission irrespective of whether or not the school’s PAN has been reached or exceeded.

The governors believe that local people have the right to have their children educated in theor local school.

Parents are asked to ring to make an appointment to see the Headteacher in order to discuss their child’s admission to the school, and to look round (with or without their child) prior to the child being admitted. No children are admitted until personal contact has been made.

Parents of children already in schools in the area are asked to discuss a possible move with the Headteacher of the school which their child is already attending. We do not encourage parents to move their children from a local school without good reason.

Parents are provided with a copy of the School Prospectus, and are required to complete an admission form. 

It is preferable to admit new children to the school at the beginning of a term, or half term, however requests will be considered at any time.

The Admission criteria advised by Devon County Council gives priority as follows:

1. Children living in the school’s designated area with a sibling already attending the school.

2. Other children living in the school’s designated area.

3. Children living outside the school’s designated area with a sibling already attending the school.

4. Other children living outside the school’s designated area.

Where there is a particular medical or social justification for admission priority may be given. 

The Headteacher has authority to admit, or refuse to admit, a child and must base decisions on the above criteria.

Where parents disagree with this decision appeal may be made to the Chair of Governors via the school. 

Children whose birthdays fall between 1st September and the end of February inclusive will be admitted to the school at the start of the Autumn Term prior to their 5th birthday.

Children whose birthdays fall between 1st March and the 31st August inclusive will be admitted to the school at the start of the Spring Term prior to their 5th birthday.

Parents may wish to discuss alternative arrangements with the Headteacher. If a child is thought to be ready for school before this, then a letter accompanied by a doctors report needs to be sent to the School Governors who will consider the situation and interview the parents prior to a decision being made.

Any child who, on reaching the age of transfer to secondary school, would benefit from further teaching at primary level must have a report from an Educational Psychologist and a recommendation from the Local Education Authority for this extension time to be granted.

Once the child has been admitted, parents are asked to keep in close contact with the class teacher to ensure that their child’s transition to a new school is a smooth one.

As soon as the child starts school the school administrator will request records from the previous school.

ADMISSIONS POLICY – EARLY YEARS

Aims
· To give children and parents as much information about Bradworthy School and the education we provide as possible

· To make each child’s start a happy and successful one

· To begin a partnership with parents that will be lasting

Procedures
At Bradworthy School children start school in the September before their fifth birthday if their birthday falls between 1st September and the end of February inclusive.

They are admitted at the start of the Spring Term if their birthday falls 1st March and 31st August inclusive.

( Parents may wish to discuss alternative arrangements with the Headteacher. If a child is thought to be ready for school before this, then a letter accompanied by a doctors report needs to be sent to the School Governors who will consider the situation and interview the parents prior to a decision being made ).

Parents are able to put their child’s name down at school expressing an interest (this does not mean a place has been offered) at any time prior to the month of January they are able to start school.

The standard admission number for the school 20. If this number is exceeded then the places are allocated based on the following priorities:

1. Children living in the school’s designated area with a sibling already attending the school.

2. Other children living in the school’s designated area.

3. Children living outside the school’s designated area with a sibling already attending the school.

4. Other children living outside the school’s designated area.

Where there is a particular medical or social justification for admission priority may be given. 

The Headteacher has authority to admit, or refuse to admit, a child and must base decisions on the above criteria.

Where parents disagree with this decision appeal may be made to the Chair of Governors via the school. 

Application forms are sent out in the Autumn term, and parents are invited to look round school prior to indicating whether Bradworthy School is their choice.

As soon as possible after 31st March letters will be sent out offering places. For those families that have been unsuccessful, the Admissions Section of the District Education Office will send letters and details of what to do next.

Once admissions are confirmed, we welcome each child and his or her family, and invite them to spend time with us in the summer term prior to the child starting school. In the first week in September this is continued. 
Refer to our pre-school programme and induction policy (available in school) for detailed arrangements.
