Bradworthy Community Primary School

School Policy Statement

for
Art and Design

There are four main purposes to this policy:

· It establishes an entitlement for all pupils;

· It establishes expectations for the standards to be achieved;

· It builds on what pupils have learned previously and promotes continuity and coherence across the   school;

· It states the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote public, and particularly parents’ and carers’, understanding of the curriculum.

Introduction

The importance of art and design to the curriculum

Art and design stimulates pupil creativity and imagination.  It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a way of understanding and responding to the world.  Pupils are encouraged to use colour, pattern, texture, line, tone, shape, form, space and different materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel and think.  Through art, craft and design activities they learn to make informed value judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions, becoming actively involved in making images, objects and learning to shape their own environment.  They explore, through discussion and the making of art, the ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers.  They learn the part that art, craft and design plays in their own and others’ lives in contemporary life and in different times and cultures.  This enables pupils to become involved in, enjoy, understand and appreciate the visual arts which enriches their personal lives and enables them to understand the role they play in society.

The aims of art and design and how these contribute to the school’s aims

The school aims to:

Strategy for implementation

Entitlement and curriculum provision

The school currently employs an art teacher who is responsible for this curriculum area and who teaches art across the school. This teaching amounts to 0.1 of the school week per class per week.   This time is used to deliver the schools’ scheme of work which is predominantly designed by our art teacher.  The scheme draws upon some units from the QCA scheme chosen to complement and extend the school units.  The school has used the Art and Design National Curriculum document to ensure full coverage of the programmes of study.  To extend the provision for the subject pupils have the opportunity to visit art galleries and to engage in other art / design based trips.  The children’s work in this area is enhanced each year when the children are involved with preparing work for, and hosting an art / design exhibition for the local community. The children work on a variety of additional art / design projects each year and with a range of visiting artists, crafts-persons and designers where this is possible.

Teaching and learning

Our art teacher teaches all pupils art, design and some aspects of technology for 0.1 of the school timetable each week. Most teaching is to the whole class covering a full range of art, craft and design using a variety of different tools and techniques over each key stage.  All pupils experience a variety of materials and processes in two and three dimensions including drawing, painting and at least one other media each term (eg collage, print making, digital media, textiles, sculpture).  The three main starting points for work are first-hand observation, experience (memory) and imagination.  Pupils are encouraged to evaluate and talk about their own work during and after they have made it.  Pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of colour, pattern, texture, line, tone, shape, form and space through the making of images and objects and through talking about and studying the work of other artists, craftspeople and designers.  ICT is used in art to support the practical activities.  This includes the use of a digital camera to record photographic images for the pupils to work on later and a scanner to reproduce drawings and paintings into an art program.  Pupils in key stage one and two use a sketchbook in class for research and independent work.  Pupils work in collaboration when making large-scale work.

Curriculum, organisation and enrichment

The curriculum

The school uses its own scheme of work with supplementary units from the QCA scheme.  It covers all the main art processes and employs a wide range of visual and tactile elements.  Planning ensures that pupils undertake group and individual work and study a range of artists, craftspeople and designers from different periods and places.  This develops a range of practical skills and makes a significant contribution to their personal and cultural understanding and development.

Continuity and progression

The scheme of work covers the main art processes, drawing, painting, collage, print making, textiles, sculpture and digital media.  All processes are covered during each key stage and each unit of work links to previous work and begins to develop skills required for the following units.  Expectations are progressive.  The work becomes more demanding of the pupils as they develop their skills, knowledge and understanding.  The range of artists, craftspeople and designers used in the scheme is also progressive with different work and artists matched to each unit.

Inclusion

Differentiated activities, support and resources for work are provided as necessary.  Additional support and differentiation are provided for SEN pupils with extension and more demanding activities provided for the higher attaining pupils.  Additional classroom support is provided where this is appropriate to ensure that all pupils have appropriate opportunities to develop their own ideas and work, whatever their ability, beliefs or background.

Organisation

Art and design is time-tabled each week in its own right.  Art and design is also used to support and extend teaching and learning activities in other curriculum subjects through the making of paintings, drawings or other outcomes.  
Where possible art, design and technology form links with other curriculum areas through topic work.
Learning materials and resources

All classrooms have an individual set of art materials and equipment for drawing and painting that is stored near the sink in each room.  Pupils should learn how to resource and collect materials and equipment for their work in key stage one and this routine is continued in key stage 2.  The subject leader is allocated a budget for basic materials for each classroom and additional materials such as clay, print making tools and inks, computer software and CDs, books and reproductions.  These resources are stored centrally.

The learning environment

All classrooms are conducive to work in art and design and have appropriate resources and equipment accessible.  A range of art and design is displayed in classrooms and corridors. Many displays are interactive through the use of questions in the written information and resources and source materials are displayed with the pupils’ work.  Materials such as paper and painting and drawing equipment are accessible to the pupils, well labelled and attractively displayed.  The outside environment is used widely as a resource for the making of art and design.  The school grounds and building are used fully to make and site work as is evident from such things as the environmental sculptures.

Health and safety

The school’s policy takes account of health and safety requirements.  It follows recommendations made in the publication ‘A Guide to Safe Practice in Art and Design’ (DfEE).  The subject leader in partnership with other teachers regularly undertake risk-assessments.  Health and safety awareness forms an integral part of the pupils’ learning.  Particular care must be taken with sharp cutting tools, electrical appliances, ceramic glazes and in processes where hot materials and tools are used.  Pupils must be taught to recognise hazards and take appropriate action.

Homework

Homework in art and design is not normally set each week but it may be set during the course of each unit of work if this is felt appropriate.  This work is usually, but not always, undertaken in the sketchbook using a variety of materials including paints, collage and mixed media.  
The role of parents and carers

Parents and carers are encouraged to be involved in their pupils’ learning.  The pupils are encouraged to share their work and ideas with their parents during open evenings, visits to the school and at home.  Parents and carers are invited in to work as artists-in-residence and to meet other visiting artists and to work with their pupils during art week.  The school provides all materials for work in school.

Contribution to other subjects
Literacy

Literature is planned in specific units as a starting point for work.  Poetry, stories and graphic descriptions of characters or events are used as a basis for imaginative work.  Pupils record key words and annotate drawings to record their ideas.  Pupils are encouraged to talk about and make expressive work to portrays their feelings about the world they live in and social events such as other peoples’ way of life, famine and contemporary or historic events.  Pupils look at, talk and write about the work of other artists, eg Pablo Picasso, in Years 5 and 6.  This provides opportunities to contribute to literacy and other curriculum subjects such as religious education, history and geography.

Numeracy

Numeracy is a central feature of work in art and design through the investigation of shape, scale, space, form and pattern.  In making both 2 and 3 dimensional work the pupils use measure and estimation when composing work and in choosing the size, amount, type and quality of materials.  

Information communications technology

The pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding in ICT are developed through the use of a digital camera, scanner and art programs such as Dazzle.  The pupils use skills in ICT to extend their work using traditional media by scanning their drawings and paintings and then working further on them on the computer or adding text.  They use art programs to explore colour and pattern to make colour printouts.  Photographs they have taken with the digital camera are used as a basis for drawing, painting or 3 dimensional work.  

Spiritual Education

In art and design pupils are encouraged to use materials to express their own feelings, ideas and values.  They are encouraged to communicate their responses to social, personal and cultural issues.  Works of art, craft and design are used as a stimulus and for pupils to discuss and compare how other artists, craftspeople and designers express their own ideas and feelings.  

Personal, Social and Health Education

The scheme includes a number of opportunities for pupils to work in small and large groups which help them develop their personal and social skills.  The way that pupils work in teams, support each other when discussing ideas or collecting resources and materials provide opportunities for pupils to develop their personal and social skills.  Through the discussion of work by such artists as Edvard Munch or, for example, Pablo Picasso’s painting ‘Guernica’ pupils will understand how art can make real comments about social, environmental and health issues.  Art is used to enable pupils to express their own feelings and ideas, which makes a contribution to their personal and emotional health and development.

Staff development and training opportunities.

The subject leader undertakes an annual audit of teaching and support staff strengths and training needs.  These training needs are fulfilled through attending courses, the provision of after-school training and by visiting specialists.  Support staff’s strengths are used in planning so that expertise is used effectively to cover the scheme of work.  The school makes use of local training organised by Devon Curriculum Services and the subject leader will attend local conferences.  
Leadership and management roles
The subject leader is responsible for the planning and the management of the subject and the provision of materials and equipment.  The headteacher is responsible for the overall implementation of the art and design policy.  A named governor is designated to take specific responsibility for art and design and works, with the subject leader, on evaluation and development plans.  

How attainment and progress is monitored, evaluated and assessed.  

Assessment is based on the National Curriculum Level Statements.  
A portfolio of work that exemplifies a range of work at different levels is maintained by the subject leader and it makes reference to the levels expected in each unit of work.  This folder is used to set standards of expectation matched to the National Curriculum levels.  
Information and observation is used to inform the annual report to parents.  
The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the range and standards of work in art and design and for reporting on this as required.
The headteacher and named governor monitors the implementation and effectiveness of the policy and curriculum planning.
Useful Publications

A Guide to Safe Practice in Art and Design DfEE, HMSO Stationery Office

ISBN O 11 270896 x

Developing a Policy and Guidelines in Art at Key Stages 1 & 2 Devon County Council.  ISBN 1 85522 623 5

